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Overview

United Way of Metropolitan Dallas (UWMD) – in conjunction with Collin County United Way and Greater Lewisville United Way – publishes a full Community Needs Assessment every three years as a way of identifying the most pressing health and human service needs in the community.  The information is used by United Way to direct funding towards the highest priority needs.  Other organizations – both public and private – utilize the data to help shape their policy and program decisions.  The Community Needs Assessment also serves as a report to the community in general on the state of health and human service needs.

Benefits

Community Needs Assessment Volunteers truly grow by participating in this vital process by attaining new skills, learning about social service needs, as well as meeting others who care about the community.  Beyond these personal benefits, being a Community Needs Assessment volunteer allows one to make a difference in our community.

Responsibilities

Each Community Needs Assessment volunteer committee reviews and analyzes the research data.  The following is a summary of responsibilities in order to participate on a Community Needs Assessment panel:
· Attend Community Needs Assessment meetings.

· Review and analyze the Needs Assessment indicators.

· Review and edit the Community Needs Assessment.
     Volunteer Qualifications :

· Experience in analytical research techniques.

· Knowledge of social service needs in the United Way four county region and North Texas region.

Time Commitment 

	Date
	Activity
	Time Commitment

	January 11, 2005
	Community Needs Assessment Orientation and Training
	1.5 hours

	Mid January 2005
	Indicator Review by Impact Area
	4 hours

	Mid February 2005
	Indicator Analysis by Impact Area
	4 hours

	Late March 2005
	Review of Community Needs Assessment draft by Impact Area
	3 hours

	Late April 2005
	Review of Community Needs Assessment draft by Impact Area
	2.5 hours

	
	
	

	
	Total Time Commitment
	15 hours


In addition to these meetings, a panel volunteer will need to spend time in preparation for these meetings reviewing information and materials received.  United Way will work to give as much of an advanced notice as possible regarding these meeting times. 

Next Steps

If you are interested in becoming a United Way Community Needs Assessment Volunteer, please fill out the attached Volunteer Contact Information form.  If you are instead interested in participating in the distribution (grant proposal) process, please note on the form below and that staff person will contact you. 
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United Way of Metropolitan Dallas

2004-2005 COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT VOLUNTEER CONTACT INFORMATION
	


Name

	

	


Employer Position/Title 

	

	


Address City/State/Zip 

	

	


Business Phone Business Fax 

	


E-mail 

	

	


Home Phone Home Address

	

	


Home E-mail Prefer to be contacted

Interested in Serving on Grant Proposal Process
_____   Yes 
_____ No
Please send completed form to:

Lynn Duong-Coley           



Phone: (214) 978-0032
United Way of Metropolitan Dallas, Inc. 


Fax:  (214) 978-9017
1800 N. Lamar 








Dallas, TX  75202                                    


E-Mail: lcoley@unitedwaydallas.org
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